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Show homes rich in decor ideas

Developers want
projects to look
their best, so why
not ‘borrow’ tips?

PEDRO ARRAIS
T Colowsst

ooking for new home dec-
prating ideas? Head to
the nearest show home.
A well-decorated model
house or suite (in a con-
dominitm) represents a bome with
its best oot forward. Show homes
feature cyrrent design trends in
paint colours, flooring materials,
hardware and window treatments.
Show bomes are increasingly
common a5 builders and develop-
er# look to market their projects
months and sometimes years
before completion
Developers are aware their proj-
ects loek better when they are fur-
pished so show homes are
decoreted for meximum appesl —
eye candy that helps sell the rest
of the development. A staged inta-
rior makes it easier for prospecrive
burers o envision how their formi-
e ind other accessoriss will ook,
giver the show homea's design ale-
menis
“We package the interior design
50 peapla don't have rd,~ says Deb-
orah Patterson, in-house designer
for the Citra Group. ~In all our proj-

ects, we offer consmmers the abil-
ity tomix and mstrh, which gives
them the flexibility 1o put their own
spin to the finiched product.™

Pererson desipned the imterior
for Cine's Oceanwood project. one
of five finslists in one of the best-
residential-interior calegories for
the CARE awards. Sponsored by
the Vietorie chapter of the Cana-
disn Bomebuilders” Association,
the awards will be awarded at the
end of Detober.

Patterson warnt those looking
for idezs to be careful about bor-
rowing tirments from a show home:
becsust & design that looks fabu-
lous in oe setting might not nec-
essarily work in another:

“In & show bome, all the things
&ere bought with an eye toward
meiching with cach other,” £he
sEys. “Mast people will invariably
hewve personal iteme collected over
vears they need to fit in.”
> Ses Comiort. Fage (6
> More photos, Page C7
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Show homes in the Bshop's
Green project on Saltspring
Island, above, and in the
Breglwater, a waterfronmt -
ury townhome development
in lames Bay, are both final
ists in ane of the best-inter-
ors categories for the 2008
CARE Awerds sponsored by
the Victoria chapter of the
Canadian Homebuiiders' Asso-

Interior designer Daniclie
Campagne, right. who
worked on both projects, says
show-home decor usually
refiects the community in
which it is built. "It's what's
approprizte for the target
market ™
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Comfort a common theme in displays

DARSEM STOME, TIMES COLOMST
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the best-residential-interior categores for the CARE awands, Show homeas can be a fressurs trove
of dacorating ideas. But Deborah Patterson, who designed the Oceamwood’s interiors, warms
thoss looking for ideas to be careful about borrowing slements from a show home becsese o
design that looks perfect in one setting might not necessarily work in another.
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Patterson is quick to peint out thet

Developers often offer a choice
of theme= and looks for their homes.
The two most commonare the tra-
ditinal and the contemporary lonks

A zhow home’s stvle is geared 1o
appeal to the project s targel mar-
kel The decar = hazed on what the

believes the protpective

ture-perfect lnok for one that ha=
mare -

“We didn't want our show home
o feel like a show bome” avs
Danielle Campagee, onwner of 1O
Interior Design Group and co-

why we chose mnenfakind art
pieces to give fifeto the decor™

Stwrer hoame decer wmmally reflocts
the commumity in wirich the house
i bwilt. This gives out-of town buy-
ers a gond tonchsane a5 far as local
tastes, designers say. For the
Rizhop's Groen preject on Saltspring
I=tand — Campage’s secomd of two
projects among the five CARE-
award fimalists — =he chose 1o give
the show home’s interior a8 mare
whimsical look, with lambs in the
kitchen and more natural, comfort-
ahle materials.

“It’s what's apprepriate for the
target market,” she favs. “There is
& big arts community on Saltspring.
50 We pal m an onfisished pictore
on an easel on an upper lamding.™

While all the show bomes exem-
plify a clever use of space and inno-
vative design, they also share a
commdan theme — comfort. All the
interiors are warm places 1o relax
after a day st work.

“1 want people to feel as if ther
conld kick back and put their feet
wp,” 5avs Glenda Castelsky, princi-
pal of Details Intersors of Chaalicum
Beach. She cresied the imterior
mfm&mmfﬁiu
Eaglewond &t
development. Becwsse the t.imel
client would move from a big city,
she designed the shew heme as o
Tetreat, with A wraod
inierposed with fahrics. “1
wanted the decor to be realistic and
something that telis the bayer that
they can actually live there™

While Incky -l at open hoases
eo away with ideas for their own
homes, it takes more than buying the
same furnishings and wsing the same

geometry 2= the physical materials
= the shility to creste harmony
Froem a collection of pieces — and ot
evervhody has thar skill =

= More photos, (7
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Some sy=ratching slaments — swch 3s the recessad ceiling with moulding in 2 geomatric patteamn
in the dining roam of the Cliffs over Maple Bay devalopment’s model home — are difficalt for 2
homaowner to add to an axisting dacor scheme.

In the show home fpr the Eaglewood at Qualicum Baach developmant, designer Glenda Castaisky
put an emphasis on comfort in the deear. <1 want people to feel a5 if they could kick back and put
their feet up.” she says of the look she created for the CARE-award finalist. The show home faa-
tures lots of state and wood interposed with warm fabrics. "1 wanted the decor to be realistic and
something that teils the buyer that they can actually fve thers.”




