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By Jim Sinclair
Sooke News Mirror

Jun 27 2007

Attendees at a Port Renfrew meeting on the topic
of the San Juan River log jams, heard last week a
consultant’s estimate on the time needed for a
study is up to a month or more.

Jim Price, Senlor Manager for Vancouver Island
with the Provincial Emergency Program, told the
Sooke News Mirror the provincial government had
engaged a consultant — SEACOR Environmental of
Manaimo - "to do an assessment of the situation.”
Price said SEACOR's task was to look at public
safety aspects of the log jams.

Malahat-Juan de Fuca MLA John Horgan said the
reaction to the estimate amounted to a “uniform
groan” from the gallery of 35 to 40 people,
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"There's not a lot of time,” said the MLA. "We have
the fishery window and we don’t want to lose
that.” Horgan referred to the chinook salmon
spawning season beginning September in the San
Juan River - a reference to the economic
importance sports fishing has in the area.

"I urged, and the guy certainly got the message,
that they need some interim reporting benchmarks
so we don't leave this hanging for a month,”
Horgan continued. “"Because surely to goodness it
can't take them that long to do an assessment of
the potential impacts of this thing breaking up.”

The MLA described a visit with Pacheedaht First
MNation Chief Arliss Daniels on the aboriginal
perspective.

"We had a good relationship before she was chief
and an even better one now,” said Horgan.
"Certainly the people on the reservation are
concerned, and she wanted me to take that
concern to the province,”

Port Renfrew Fire Chief Dan Tennant, while not
discounting the importance of spawning salmon,
accentuated the human angle.

"Pacheedaht Mation is on an island and the two
bridges leading to it would be impacted by the log
jams if they break,” said Tennant. "That would cut
them off from 911 services and daily things like
getting mail.” The fire chief cited the risk of
extensive flooding on the reserve and in the village
if log jams were to build up at the mouth of the
river, and said time is of the essence.

"If you start on it and the winter rains set in like
they have in years past, then you've weakened the
whole structure... we're bound to have problems.”

"Everybody stayed, and there were some good
questions,” said Juan de Fuca Electoral Area
Emergency Coordinator George O'Briain. "I raised
the simple fact that you can clear away the dam
but you also have to go up the tributaries because
there are log jams there, too."” The coordinator
also mentioned that Three Point Properties,
owners of a nearby development, had volunteered
some equipment to assist in cleaning it out.,

“John Les, the Minister, is flying over it today,”
said O'Briain last Thursday. "It's good to see it
from a helicopter but you need to get down into it
to find out how massive it is.”
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